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Social Cleavages in The United States 

 

● Social Cleavage- the difference in political alignment among groups constituting a 

particular dimension of social structure 

● Social cleavages based on race, class, religion, or linguistic divisions have been a central 

concern in the sociological study of politics (Lipset and Rokkan 1967; Franklin et al. 

1992) 

● Social cleavages have declined in importance and are being replaced by "new" 

issue-based or ideological cleavages (Dalton 1988; Inglehart 1990; Franklin et al. 1992) 

● From cleavages is that political attitudes form 

● The size of a cleavage increases when the average difference in vote choice on 

partisanship among the social groups comprising that cleavage grows, but decreases 

when these differences narrow 

● Social cleavages in the United States are prevalent due to the high diversity of people.  

● Gender, religion, sexual orientation, and social class cleavages are the most prevalent in 

the United States because of the popularity in mass media. 

● Movements such as Black Lives Matter, LGBTQ+ rights, feminism, white supremacy, 

and anti-islam have sprung up as a result of social cleavages.  

● All social cleavages usually occur when the minority is underrepresented or 

discriminated against. 
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● Cleavages usually originate from major events attacking minorities such as wars 

● The Black Lives Matter movement came about when the minority of African Americans 

were experiencing violence due to skin color. 

● The LGBTQ+ movement came about when gender and sexual orientation discrimination 

was high and wanted laws passed for anti-discrimination. The other movements started 

up similarly.  

● Within the LGBTQ+ community, 42% of people who are LGBT report living in an 

unwelcoming environment. 80% of gay and lesbian youth report severe social isolation.  

● Most of these movements desire equality for all people despite different backgrounds.  

● Social cleavages in the United States are usually violent and deadly. For example, there 

was a deadly white supremacist movement in 2017 in Charlottesville, Virginia where 

many were severely injured or killed. 

● The Stonewall Riot of 1969 was a violent protest for LGBTQ+ rights, and was a catalyst 

for the movement. 

● Violence also exacerbates these social cleavages as neither groups are satisfied.  
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